Public Library’s eBook Downloads Now Include Kindle

Major news broke on the library eBook front in late September, and it is great news for
our borrowers. We are pleased to announce that Kindle support has arrived to our
library’s eBook catalog! We've wanted Kindle books in our catalog for quite some time
and are very glad that Amazon is finally embracing public library lending. Until now, when
we talked about eBooks to a borrower and they mentioned they owned a Kindle, the
conversation would screech to a halt after we had to tell them to keep waiting. On the flip
side, if someone in the market asked us what eReader we’'d recommend, we could not
recommend the Kindle if that patron’s primary goal was to get library books.

The addition of Kindle books means that if you own a Kindle eBook reader, you can finally
download, borrow, and read books for free, just like patrons with other eReaders have
been able to do over the past year. This also means if you have a smart device, you can
now use the Kindle app to borrow our library’s eBooks. There are over 2,000 Kindle books
already available in our catalog, which is located at http://barth.lib.overdrive.com. Bear
in mind that our catalog will now specifically list Kindle books and ePub books (for Nook,
Sony Reader, Kobo, etc.) separately in the item description, so be sure to select the right
format. For the most part, the library will have any particular item as a download for
either Kindle or ePub, but some will be available only as one format or the other.

So what types of eBooks do we have? We have a good selection of romance novels,
inspirational novels, crime novels, and Amish novels, and many other fiction genres. To
name some specific authors, we have over 20 Stephen King and Danielle Steel, and over
50 James Patterson novels! Our most popular fiction download this fall has been The Help
by Kathryn Stockett. On the non-fiction side, we have career books about resume
creation and finding jobs, and biographies on notable people like George Washington,
Betty White, Larry King, Ashley Judd, and Justin Bieber. We have a good selection of
Fodor’s international travel books to places like Greece, Spain, Italy, France, Ireland, and
several tropical Caribbean locales. We also have the newest 2012 Fodor’s guide to Walt
Disney World. There are cookbooks as well.

Still have questions? Our reference staff is ready to help you with your eBook needs.
Contact us by email at reference@barth.lib.in.us, by phone at 379-1266, or stop by the
library. We also teach a monthly eBook class, and our next class on November 7 will
cover different brands of eReaders and how the library’s download process works for both
ePub and Kindle books, so that you too can enjoy the benefits of eReading.
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